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1. We need to strive for unity. 
 
That day about three thousand took him at his word, were 
baptized and were signed up. They committed themselves to 
the teaching of the apostles, the life together, the common 
meal, and the prayers. Everyone around was in awe—all those 
wonders and signs done through the apostles! And all the 
believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in 
common. They sold whatever they owned and pooled their 
resources so that each person’s need was met.  

Acts 2:42-43 (MSG) 
 
Do your best to preserve the unity which the Spirit gives by 
means of the peace that binds you together. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as there is one hope to which God 
has called you. There is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; there is one God and Father of all people, who is 
Lord of all, works through all, and is in all.  

Ephesians 4:3-7 (GNT) 
 
Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body.  

Colossians 1:18 (NLT) 
 
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many 
parts form one body, so it is with Christ.  
1 Corinthians 12:12 (NIV) 
 
 

2. We need to celebrate diversity. 
 
There are different spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives 
them. There are different ways of serving, and yet the same 
Lord is served.  There are different types of work to do, but 
the same God produces every gift in every person. The 
evidence of the Spirit’s presence is given to each person for 
the common good of everyone.       1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (GW) 
 
Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: 
Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits. All kinds of things 

are handed out by the Spirit, and to all kinds of people! The 
variety is wonderful!        1 Corinthians 12:5-6 (MSG) 
 
 

3. We need to play our part. 
 
Each one of us has received a special gift in proportion to 
what Christ has given.      Ephesians 4:7 (GNT) 
 
For the body itself is not made up of only one part, but of 
many parts. If the foot were to say, “Because I am not a hand, 
I don't belong to the body,” that would not keep it from being 
a part of the body. And if the ear were to say, “Because I am 
not an eye, I don't belong to the body,” that would not keep 
it from being a part of the body. If the whole body were just 
an eye, how could it hear? And if it were only an ear, how 
could it smell? As it is, however, God put every different part 
in the body just as he wanted it to be. There would not be a 
body if it were all only one part! As it is, there are many parts 
but one body.      1 Corinthians 12:14-20 (GNT) 
 
Under his control all the different parts of the body fit 
together, and the whole body is held together by every joint 
with which it is provided. So when each separate part works 
as it should, the whole body grows and builds itself up 
through love.      Ephesians 4:16 (GNT) 
 
 

4. We need each other to grow. 
 
So it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, 
and we all belong to each other.        Romans 12:5 (NLT) 
 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds.      Hebrews 10:24 (NIV) 

	  




