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He Left 
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief 
priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the 
third day be raised to life.              Matthew 16:21 (NIV)  
 

Why did Jesus have to die? 
 
1. To become our Mediator 

 
You've come to Jesus, who presents us with a new covenant, a fresh 
charter from God. He is the Mediator of this covenant. The murder of 
Jesus, unlike Abel's—a homicide that cried out for vengeance—
became a proclamation of grace.         Hebrews 12:24 (MSG)  

The priest will perform the ritual of atonement for him before God 
with the ram of compensation for the sin he has committed. Then he 
will stand forgiven of the sin he committed.          Leviticus 19:22 (MSG) 

He paid with Christ's sacred blood, you know. He died like an 
unblemished, sacrificial lamb.              1 Peter 1:19 (MSG) 

And through Christ, God has brought all things back to himself 
again—things on earth and things in heaven. God made peace 
through the blood of Christ's death on the cross.  

Colossians 1:20 (NCV)   

 
2. To pay our debt 

 
God sacrificed His Son on the altar of the world to clear that world 
of sin. Having faith in him sets us in the clear. God decided on this 
course of action in full view of the public—to set the world in the 
clear with himself through the sacrifice of Jesus, finally taking care 
of the sins he had so patiently endured.        Romans 3:25 (MSG) 

Still, it's what God had in mind all along, to crush him with pain. The 
plan was that he give himself as an offering for sin so that he'd see 
life come from it—life, life, and more life. And God's plan will deeply 
prosper through him.              Isaiah 53:10 (MSG) 

Christ redeemed us from that self-defeating, cursed life by absorbing 
it completely into himself. Do you remember the Scripture that says, 
“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”? That is what happened 
when Jesus was nailed to the Cross: He became a curse, and at the 
same time dissolved the curse.           Galatians 3:13 (MSG) 

He also bypassed the sacrifices consisting of goat and calf blood, 
instead using his own blood as the price to set us free once and for 
all.               Hebrews 9:12 (MSG) 

 

3. To carry our burdens 
 
He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with 
bitterest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way 
when he went by. He was despised, and we did not care. Yet it was 
our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him 
down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God for 
his own sins! But he was wounded and crushed for our sins. He was 
beaten that we might have peace. He was whipped, and we were 
healed! All of us have strayed away like sheep. We have left God's 
paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him the guilt and sins 
of us all.              Isaiah 53:3-6 (NLT)   

Give all your worries to him, because he cares about you.  
1 Peter 5:7 (NCV) 

Because of the sacrifice of the Messiah, his blood poured out on the 
altar of the Cross, we're a free people—free of penalties and 
punishments chalked up by all our misdeeds. And not just barely free, 
either. Abundantly free!           Ephesians 1:7 (MSG) 

When we drink the cup of blessing, aren't we taking into ourselves 
the blood, the very life, of Christ? And isn't it the same with the loaf 
of bread we break and eat? Don't we take into ourselves the body, 
the very life, of Christ?                        1 Corinthians 10:16 (MSG) 

Because of the sacrifice of the Messiah, his blood poured out on the 
altar of the Cross, we're a free people—free of penalties and 
punishments chalked up by all our misdeeds. And not just barely free, 
either. Abundantly free!               Ephesians 1:7 (MSG) 

Now that we have actually received this amazing friendship with 
God…We sing and shout our praises to God through Jesus, the 
Messiah!                    Romans 5:11 (MSG) 

Christ carried our sins in his body on the cross so we would stop 
living for sin and start living for what is right. And you are healed 
because of his wounds.            1 Peter 2:24 (NCV) 

When you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and you were 
raised up with him through your faith in God's power that was shown 
when he raised Christ from the dead.  When you were spiritually 
dead because of your sins and because you were not free from the 
power of your sinful self, God made you alive with Christ, and he 
forgave all our sins. He canceled the debt, which listed all the rules 
we failed to follow. He took away that record with its rules and nailed 
it to the cross.                   Colossians 2:12-14 (NCV) 




