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Family – In the Beginning 
 
 
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. 
I will make a helper who is right for him…Let us make human 
beings in our image and likeness…” …So God created human 
beings in his image. In the image of God he created them. He 
created them male and female. God blessed them and said, “Have 
many children and grow in number. Fill the earth and be its 
master.”         Genesis 2:18, 1:26-28 (NCV) 
 
 
 

Foundations for a Successful Marriage 
 
 

1. Be the right person. 
 
Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and commanded him, 
“You must not marry a Canaanite woman.”  

Genesis 28:1 (NCV) 
 
You are not the same as those who do not believe. So do not 
join yourselves to them. Good and bad do not belong 
together. Light and darkness cannot share together.   

2 Corinthians 6:14 (NCV) 
 

 
2. Seek the right person. 

 
Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran.  

Genesis 28:10 (NCV) 
 
While Jacob was talking with the shepherds, Rachel came 
with her father’s sheep, because it was her job to care for the 
sheep.          Genesis 29:9 (NCV) 
 
It is hard to find a good wife, because she is worth more than 
rubies.       Proverbs 31:10 (NCV)  
 
 
 

 
3. Seek mature counsel. 

 
…Rachel was very beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel, so he said to 
Laban, “Let me marry your younger daughter Rachel. If you 
will, I will work seven years for you.” Laban said, “It would be 
better for her to marry you than someone else, so stay here 
with me.”               Genesis 29:17-19 (NCV) 
 
In the same way, younger people should be willing to be 
under older people. And all of you should be very humble 
with each other. God is against the proud, but he gives grace 
to the humble.             1 Peter 5:5 (NCV) 
 
 

4. Be ready to commit. 
 

So Jacob worked for Laban seven years so he could marry 
Rachel. But they seemed like just a few days to him because 
he loved Rachel very much.    Genesis 29:20 (NCV) 
 
Finally, everyone must live in harmony, be sympathetic, love 
each other, have compassion, and be humble.  

1 Peter 3:8 (GWT)  

 
 

5. Experience God’s blessing. 
 
God Almighty bless you and give you many children; may you 
become a great nation of many tribes!          Genesis 28:3 (TLB) 

	  




